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The main purpose of the first annual Shizuoka Global Student Forum was to
provide a platform on which local high school and university students could
discuss global issues in English and, in doing so, raise their awareness and
understanding of those issues. Each participant represented a country and was
assigned to one of five committees. This year’s topic, “Combating Climate
Change,” is an issue which, in one way or another, affects all of us. Each
committee discussed how to tackle climate change from a different point of view
including, “Reducing Carbon Emissions,” “Improving Energy Efficiency” and
“Promoting Sustainable Energy.”  At the end of the forum, each committee
made informative presentations with their strategies and suggestions on how to
fight this most serious of global issues. There presentations were followed by a
lively question and answer session. All participants made significant contributions,
deepened their understanding about ways to combat climate change, made new
friends and did it all while speaking only in English!
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